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Church Finance Update 
By:  Dan Huddle 

           Spring has arrived with a snow storm that cancelled our services on Sunday, March 21, 
2010.  Let’s hope spring will bring warmer temperatures as we prepare for Easter and the upcom-
ing revival. 
           The finance committee held the first quarter review on March 16th.  Our review covered 
the major financial areas with focus on the contribution challenge we are facing.  We continue to 
struggle with our giving levels and the ability to increase our bank balances.  The graph below il-
lustrates that problem.  The budget requirement on a weekly basis is increasing at an alarming 
rate.  The graph now shows that for the remainder of the year the weekly giving must be 
$4,844.85 to accomplish the budget goal for 2010. 
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           The graph shows that for the first 12 weeks of 2010 we have accomplished the budget 
only 3 weeks. 
           Our budget for 2010 is $192,794.00 or $3,726.81 on a weekly basis.  The weekly amounts 
where we did not accomplish the goal is added to the remaining budget period and divided by the 
remaining weeks. 
           There is concern that we are entering the vacation season and based on past practice, we 
will experience a significant decline in contributions during this period. 
           As the Finance Committee Chair, I have a real concern about our ability to fund projects 
and satisfy our creditors.  We are operating on a day to day basis with little flexibility.  I would be 
happy to discuss this with any of you at any time.  Failure to recognize our situation and take ap-
propriate action is not an option.  We simply need to take action to increase our giving and in-
crease the member participation in this effort. 
           Prayer and faith that we come together and solve this problem is my daily devotion.  I 
hope that each and everyone will join me and the finance committee to find a solution and take 
quick action. 
           God bless our church and help us to be all that you want us to be. 
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           Bee Bozarth brought 
us a very meaningful program 
at our March 2nd meeting, the 
Call To Prayer and Self-
Denial day.  The title was 
“Property Makes Mission Pos-
sible” and told of the many 

properties that belong to the United Methodist 
Church where mission work takes place and 
how money contributed by United Methodist 
Women helps to keep these mission projects in 
place.  No refreshments were served as a way 
of self-denial and the special offering taken 
was $67.  This offering will be forwarded to the 
District Treasurer to be added to offerings 
taken around the world on this special day.  At 
this meeting, it was approved to donate $100 
for cleaning supplies for the church clean-up 
day.  Several of our members helped on that 
project.  Also approved was a $100 to be used 
to make health kits for UMCOR.  With other do-
nations, we were able to make 25 health kits 
which have been taken to the conference office 
to be forwarded to UMCOR. 
           On, Sunday, March 14, UMW presented 
a Special Mission Recognition to Dorothy 
Merrick.  Dorothy has been our secretary for 

several years, teaches a Sunday School class, 
participates in any endeavor that UMW under-
takes and also volunteers at God’s Helping 
Hands.  We appreciate her so much.   
           Our next meeting will be a potluck lunch-
eon at noon on Tuesday, April 6.  Following the 
luncheon, the regular meeting will be held, with 
Wanda Cook bringing the program entitled 
“Easter Joy”.  The hostesses will be Dena 
Sponsler and Carolyn Wood.  The revival com-
mittee requested that we sponsor a luncheon 
for the visiting minister and any who want to at-
tend and this will be on Tuesday, April 13 at 
noon.  All are welcome to attend, we would ask 
that all members bring a dish (with food in it). 
           The McAlester District spring meeting 
will be on Saturday, April 17 at Grand Avenue 
in McAlester.  We will plan to leave the church 
at 9:00 a.m.  We are asked to bring non-
perishable food items for 
Cookson Hills to this 
meeting.  If you would like 
to help with this, please 
bring food to the church 
before that date.  It would 
be appreciated. 
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            Have you ever looked around in church and thought, I know I have seen 
that person here but I just can’t put a name to the face?  Well, if so, you are not 
alone, and help is on the way! 
           On Friday, April 23 and Saturday, April 24, the Olan Mills photographer 
and staff will be here to take our pictures for a new pictorial directory of our 
church family.  Some of you have already signed up for an appointment, but if 
you have not yet done so, you are urged to make your appointment on Sunday af-
ter church.  That is, each Sunday through April 18, the appointment sheets will be 
in the Fellowship Hall before each service and immediately after each service.  

However, the sooner you sign up, the easier it will be to get the time slot that is best suited to your 
schedule. 
           Our last directory was done five years ago.  There have been an unbelievable number of 
changes in our congregation since that time.  A new directory will be an invaluable tool for our 
outreach to each other who are members of this church, and to those who attend that are not mem-
bers.  Everyone is welcome and should be included in the directory.  To live up to our motto of 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors” we need to learn the names of our fellow worshipers.  
It is a sure way of making everyone feel warm and welcome at Eufaula First United Methodist 
Church. 
           A new directory with updated addresses and phone numbers will also increase our ability to 
easily communicate with each other.  In happy times and sad, there is a need for 
communication.  We are striving to make this directory as complete as possible, 
not only with updated pictures, but also with updated and/or corrected addresses 
and phone numbers.  And the directory is provided with absolutely no cost to the 
church budget. 
           Because this opportunity is being presented to all, whether church mem-
bers or not, you are welcome to invite other family units, or friends, who might 
want new pictures.  Every family/household photographed will receive a FREE 
8x10 Custom Natural Portrait and a FREE church directory.  The poses are 
viewed immediately after the pictures are taken so there is no need for a second 
appointment.  There is absolutely no obligation to purchase any other pictures, 
but if you do desire, others can be ordered, and frames can also be purchased at the time of your 
sitting and viewing of your poses.  The portraits come with a 100% Satisfaction Guarantee by Olan 
Mills. 
           The directory will also provide a bit of church history by including pictures of activities that 
have taken place, or that are taking place on a regular basis.  If you have pictures of any activities, 
please submit them to me as soon as possible to be considered for inclusion in the Activity Pages.  
We will use as many as possible. 
           And remember: You may dress formally or casually.  The decision is yours.  But we do 
want YOU.  Each and every one of YOU.  The directory just won’t be complete without YOU!! 
           If you have any questions, please call me, Myrna Kiester, at 689-2085. 
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Planning For VBS!! 
By:  Robyn Burris 

           It’s time to set a date 
for Bible School—so for all 
of you who like to help or 
who will be bringing chil-
dren, please take a minute 
to think about what time 
would be best for you.  
Probably the dates will be 
June 21-25.  We could 
meet in the morning (9:30-

11:30) or in the evening (6:00-8:00). 
           Advantages of morning VBS: doesn’t 
interfere with baseball games; can just give 
them a snack then send them home for lunch; 

everyone’s fresher in the morning! 
           Advantages of evening VBS: those who 
work during the day can help; tires the kids out 
so they’ll go to bed early! 
           I would rather have a morning session, 
since I don’t work in the summer—however, 
that will only be possible if 
there are enough people who 
can help and attend in the 
mornings.  Let me know if you 
have an opinion one way or 
the other. 
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