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Make room for faith.  This idea occurred to me recently as I was thinking 
about the church and what is going on here and what I would like to see hap-
pen here.  All of us tend to be self-sufficient.  We assume that our intelligence 
and our resources are enough.  We think we can figure everything out and 
arrange things so everything comes out just right.  It reminds me of some-
thing I read years ago: how long would it take us to realize if the Holy Spirit 
disappeared from our church?  Are we so wrapped up in our agenda that we 
fail to rely on God’s Spirit and the resources God provides?  Is there room for 

faith in our plans and procedures? 
 
Now, of course God has given us intelligence and skills and ability to organize and work.  Faith 
does not deny any of that.  But is there room for faith in all of our plans and activities?  Making 
room for faith means giving God some space, to allow for God’s surprises, to trust that God will 
lead us and provide for us, to take some risk.  Too often I pray generally and generically for the 
church.  I’m starting to pray more specifically for God to do certain things and to provide for cer-
tain needs.  I believe God honors those kinds of prayers, when they are 
submitted to God and our will is surrendered to God and we are devoted to 
fulfilling God’s purpose. 
 
I want us to plan and work and to give our best efforts.  But I also want us 
to be open to God’s surprises, to go out on some limbs with God and trust 
that God will support us, to go forward in the light God has given us, trust-
ing that he will give us more light for the next step. 
            
What I’m talking about here applies to our plans for relocation and a new building.  But it also ap-
plies to ministry and sharing faith and reaching out to our community in new ways and growing in 
our own life with God.  In whatever ways we can, let’s make room for faith.  Let’s give some more 
space in our lives and in the church for the move of God’s Spirit. 
 
“Now to [God] who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for-
ever and ever.  Amen.”  (Ephesians 3:20-21) 
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���������� The building fund balance is now $183,924.13.  The building committee 
will soon hire an architect.  According to Hal Kirkpatrick, the plans will cost 
$51,386.00.  The architect will require an initial payment of $25,918.00 and the 
balance at the completion of the plans.  Additionally, the architect will require 

about 6 months to finalize the plans. 
            According to Ray Dowd, the building will cost $90.00 per square foot.  The plans specify that 
the building will contain a total of 20,522 square feet, for a total cost of $1,846,980.00, without any 
furniture.  It has not been indicated when the building committee expects to have a final total cost of 
the project.  We know that there will be additional costs as well.  I would like to hear from you with 
your thoughts and suggestions on this program and you can reach me at 918-618-2556.   
            Contributions to the building fund have totaled $19,291.29 (January 2010 to July 22, 2010). 
            As of July 22, 2010 we are behind in our giving (General Operating Fund) in the amount of 
$16,500.00  Attendance has been low, but this may be due to the vacation season. 
            I hope that all of you are aware of the alternative program that was presented to the church 
building committee and board of trustees by Mike Wiley, Senior Advisor, United Methodist Founda-
tion.  Mike made two (2) visits to our church in November and December 2009.  During the December 
04, 2009 meeting Mike presented a cash-flow plan based on our church financial data.  Mike’s presen-
tation is posted on the bulletin boards in fellowship hall and the church office.  I would be happy to 
discuss this plan with you at any time. 
            The facts are: 

· Mike Wiley, Senior Advisor, United Methodist Foundation stated that the church did not 
have the financial ability at present to build a 2 million dollar facility. 

· Mike established a plan that called for funding of an annual debt retirement fund.  The 
church council approved the fund. 

· The foundation cash-flow model would run from 2010 to 2014. 
· The church would be required to conduct another fund raising campaign to raise an addi-

tional $255,000.00. 
· The church should have the ability to build a church (2014) with a total cost of $764,000.00 

with a $115,050.00 cost overrun fund. 
· The church would be required to carry a 20 year mortgage with monthly payments of 

$1,543.28. 
· The debt would be paid in full in 2034. 

            Our church is more than a new building.  Our commitment to the community is more important, 
and bringing people to Christ should be our focus.  I am not opposed to a new building, but it must be 
within our financial means.  Think about the project this way...would you do this within your personal 
affairs? 
            Thanks to Dorothy Merrick for assisting with the annual audit. 
            I do pray that God will give us guidance and the wisdom to make the right decision.  This issue 
is bigger than all of us, but it needs all of us to make the right decision. 
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           The Church Conference meeting for Eufaula UMC held on 
June 28, 2010, resulted in an approval for the current preliminary 
architectural plans.  The vote was 30—yes, 5—No, and 4—
abstaining.  Minutes of the meeting have been filed with the church 

council. 
          The next step for the building committee will be to hire the architect, David Cottingham, 
who came highly recommended by our construction manager, Keith Shaw.  We have worked with 
him since the summer of 2009. 
��������� For your information, the total cost for the architectural services is $51,836.00.  A break-
down of this sum is as follow:�

· Architectural/civil engineering fees—$32,000.00�
· Mechanical, electrical & plumbing engineering fees—$12,528.00�
· Structural engineering fees—$7,308.00�
· Totaling—$51,836.00�
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VBS Report 
By:  Robyn Burris 

           What a fun week of 
Vacation Bible School for 
thirty youngsters and 12 
daily helpers!  It takes a lot 
of planning and preparation 
to pull off an intense 10 
hours of fun and learning 
and then in one quick week 

it’s over!  Thank you to:  Twyla King, Bobbie Hud-
dle and Sharon Edgar for their superb acting abili-
ties to bring us Bible stories every morning; to 
Brenda McKinney for donating and serving the 
snacks; to Regan Urquhart and Robin VanCleave 
for helping wherever needed; to Emily Burris for 

leading the singing and making up motions to the 
songs, bringing the puppet to life and for being in 
charge of crafts; to Emily’s friends Faith and 
Brettlyn for helping with the crafts; to Chelsea 
Burris for setting up the computer and projector and 
running it for us, and for assisting with recreation; 
to Randy Burris for loaning us his laptop, projector 
and screen; to John Breon for putting VBS dates on 
the Church sign; to Jessica Otis for ordering sup-
plies and updating the chil-
dren’s address list; and to Dan 
Huddle for his duck tape and 
thermostat expertise.  It was 
definitely a group effort! 
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Meet The New Members 
By:  Twyla King 

           Laura VanCleave is one of our new members, she was received into 
membership by confirmation.  Laura is the daughter of John and Robin 
VanCleave.  She will be in the sixth grade at Eufaula Middle School, she 
plays softball and is looking forward to beginning band. 
           Chuck and Carol Boyd, new members, live at HC 67, Box 95, Mo-
hawk Drive, Canadian, 74425.  This is in Arrowhead Estates and they have 
lived there for 20 years.  Chuck is retired from the Air Force and Tinker Air 

Force Base.  Carol is retired from UPS.  They have two children, one in heaven and one in Cali-
fornia.  They also have 2 grandchildren, Phillip who lives in Phoenix and Alison who lives in Beth-
any.  Their telephone number is 918-339-2327. 
           Skyler Davis recently joined our church by baptism.  Skyler is single and lives at HC 64, 
Box 5565, Eufaula.  His telephone number is 689-5248.  Skyler works for McIntosh County, Dis-
trict 3. 
           Welcome to all new members.  If we have missed any new members in this column, 
please notify the office at 689-2109. 
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           I have attached a 
registration flyer for a dis-
trict-wide, one day 
women’s retreat August 
28th.  We will meet from 9-
6 at FUMC McAlester.  
Lunch and afternoon 
snacks will be provided.  

The cost is $15 a person.  If this is a burden 
for anyone, scholarships are available.  
The theme is “Awakening Our Hearts”.  
This is an opportunity for women to hear in 
a fresh way of how God comes for each 

Women’s Retreat  
By:  Bonnie Cates 

one of us throughout our lives.  If friends 
from other churches or no church wish to 
attend, that is great.  All are welcome! 
           It will be co-led by Sandi Paschal 
and me.  Sandi has led women’s retreats 
in her church, FUMC Tulsa for the past five 
years and most recently at FUMC Ard-
more.  I am a certified lay speaker and 
have co-led retreats in several settings. 
           There will be extra copies of the reg-
istration form in the church office and fel-
lowship hall.  For more information contact 
the office at 918-689-2109. 
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August Birthdays 
 
8/3       Kathy Kirkpatrick 
8/5       Kay Wall 
8/6       Dan Huddle 
8/9       Andrew Worley 
8/10     Gene Brooks 
8/10     Bobbie Huddle 
8/14     Velma Whitmer 
8/16     Tammy Green 
8/17     Julie Smith 
8/17     Mike Dew 
8/18     Twyla King 
8/25     Nora Mae Shanafelt 
8/27     Margaret Davis 
8/28     Lynne Carrier 
8/29     Leonard Worley 
8/30     Rosemary Simpson 
8/30     Kaitlyn Urquhart 

God and Your Money 
By:  Maurice Arnold 
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