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This summer I’m doing a sermon series on the Ten Commandments.  We hear 
calls for public displays of the Commandments or exclamations that we need to re-
turn to the Ten Commandments.  But how many of us can actually name the Ten 
Commandments? How many of us understand them? Or actually obey them? 
 
Some Christians wonder if we really need the Old Testament or why we need it.  
But the Church includes the Old Testament with the New as Christian Scripture.  
The Old Testament was the Bible Jesus read and it was the Bible of the early 
Church.  The entire Bible is God’s word for us and God continues to speak through it.  The Ten Com-
mandments are a summary or distillation of God’s word in the law. 
 
Martin Luther wrote: 
 

There is no better mirror in which to see your need than the Ten Commandments.  In them 
you will find what you lack and what you should seek.  ...When you see these things you 
should lay them before God, cry out to him and ask for help, and with all confidence expect 
help, believing that you are heard and that you will obtain mercy.  (quoted in Devotional Clas-
sics, 135) 

 
John Wesley calls us to understand the Law as representing God’s eternal will.  And God’s will is ex-
pressed in the commandments, which are part of the Law.  The moral law is one of the tools the Holy 
Spirit uses to convince the world of sin.  God also intends the Law to drive us or bring us to Christ to 
find life.  And, God uses the Law to keep us alive.  “It is the grand means whereby the blessed Spirit 
prepares the believer for larger communications of the life of God” (Wesley Works, 5:433-46) 
 
As we explore the Ten Commandments this summer, let’s allow God to reveal our need, to draw us 
closer to himself, and to guide us in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
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           A father and son were 
having lunch at the local café.  
When the waitress brought the 
bill, the father looked at it, 
pulled out his wallet, and paid.  
The son noticed that his father 

paid more than the bill was, and asked why.  His 
dad told him that he was paying 15% more than the 
bill in order to tip the waitress for doing a good job.  
The son was silent for a moment then asked, “Why 
do you only tip God 10% and tip the waitress 15%?  
Does she do a better job of taking care of us than 
God?”  This is a very awkward question.  How 
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would you answer it? 
           We may not be given material rewards for 
tithing, but as Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and it will be 
given to you:  good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over will be put into your 
bosom.  For with the same measure that you use, it 
will be measured back to you.” 
           This month’s article is short and sweet.  
May it encourage you to re-think your priorities as 
you make out this month’s budget.  Money CAN 
buy happiness.  Honor the Lord with your wealth.  
The principle of enlarged measure begins with the 
gift of giving. 

Treasurer’s Notes 
By:  Maurice Arnold 
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           Oklahoma Annual Conference was held May 30-June 2, 2010 at Boston 
Avenue UMC in Tulsa, with Bishop Robert E. Hayes, Jr. presiding. 
           On Sunday evening, a memorial service was held for deceased clergy and 
spouses, with Bishop Thomas Bickerton from Pennsylvania preaching.  Bishop 
Bickerton also preached at the Monday evening Service of Commissioning where 
four provisional deacons and seven provisional elders were formally welcomed 
into the ministry.  On Tuesday evening, Bishop Hayes presided over the service of 
ordination when two deacons and 12 elders were ordained.  On Tuesday morning, 
the Retirement Worship Service was held, with 18 retiring clergy recognized.  
Sandy Wylie, our former District Superintendent, was among those retiring, but he 

will still be pastor at University UMC in Tulsa. 
           I wish that everyone could hear Bishop Hayes preach, he makes you so proud to be a member of the 
United Methodist Church and inspires everyone to be better.  In his Episcopal address on Monday, he said 
that the Oklahoma conference has succeeded in doing more with less in the past year even with the bad 
economy, due to the efficiency of our conference treasurer, Brian Bakeman.  The Volunteers In Mission 
program is growing, one instance is $30,000 that has been collected for Liberia where it will be used for 
water wells, a new school and pastor’s salaries.  Many pastors make only $5 per month.  Bishop Hayes has 
been to Liberia with a VIM team.  He also spoke of the work of VIM in Bolivia.  Rev. David Stephenson is 
coordinator of the Bolivia/Oklahoma partnership, which has been in place for 23 years.  Bishop Hayes an-
nounced that in the future, children of clergy in Oklahoma can attend Oklahoma City University tuition-
free.  He also announced a new program which he is sponsoring which is called LIFE (Leadership Invest-
ment Fund through Education), a scholarship fund for Oklahoma United Methodist seminary students.  
Anyone can contribute to this fund through the Oklahoma Methodist Foundation.  Bishop Hayes stated that 
the church loses too many young people who would like to be ministers, but cannot afford the seminary 
costs.  Most graduating seminary students end up with debts to pay for seminary.  Then as new pastors, 
they are sent to small churches with small salaries.  The LIFE fund will assist these young pastors.  Begin-
ning in September, those eligible can start applying for assistance.  He reported that the total amount col-
lected in Oklahoma for UMCOR relief in Haiti was $613,509.  He said God has called Oklahoma Method-
ists to be bold to witness.  If not now—when?  If not us—who? 
           Bishop Brickerton brought us up to date on the status of the “Nothing But Nets” program.  He told 
the terrible statistics of children dying of malaria—1 in 5 in many countries—and they could be saved if 
they had the nets.  Each of these nets is big enough for an entire family to use.  Nothing But Nets collected 
$30 million, but it is still not enough.  The program is now becoming Imaginenomalaria.org and the goal is 
to eradicate malaria by 2015.  He reported that in Tanzania, every family got nets and there was a 62% re-
duction in malaria. 
           Judy Benson, Conference Lay Leader, who is a dynamic speaker, stated that as Oklahoma United 
Methodists, we not only want people to know Christ and have the promise of heaven, but we care about 
people now.  Through our connectional giving, we reach out through hospitals, schools, nursing homes, 
children’s homes and other entities to help the hurting people of our state, our nation and our world. 
           On Tuesday morning, Rev. Mouzon Biggs, Jr. gave the morning devotion and on Wednesday morn-
ing, Rev. Linda Harker was the devotion leader.  Each of these are dynamic speakers with a good message. 
           Reports were given by all entities of the church with emphasis on the strategic plan.  Under catego-
ries such as “How are we building healthy congregations?”, “How are we transforming our community/
state/world?”, “What connections are the Annual Conference making that benefit us all?”, we heard from 
all the different departments of the annual conference. 
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            Our church received three awards:  Certificate of Service from the Addiction 
Ministries. The 5 Star Award, out of 503 churches, only 48 received this award 
which is given for having a covenant relationship with a Global Ministries mission-
ary, participating in the various special offerings, and volunteer work by our UMM.  
Also, the Campus Ministries award, given for providing food or money for a campus 
ministry in your area and supporting the special offerings that support campus minis-
try.  Our UMW sent money for lunch to the campus ministry at Wilburton.  We 
learned that through the collection of loose change which our church participated in, 
enough money was collected to buy 74 wheelchairs to take to Mexico. 
            On the whole, attending Annual Conference is an uplifting experience.  Sometimes the financial re-
ports are not too exciting, but all in all I would recommend it to anyone. 
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Maintenance Report 
By:  Glenna Fisher 

              Things have really been happening here at Eufaula UMC.  With the help from 
fellow church members, the Board of Trustees has been on the move with a number of 
projects.  Graham Roofing out of Ft. Smith, Arkansas repaired the roof from the leaks 
that were left from the original contractor.  They did this at no cost to our church; 
however, our church showed its appreciation with a love offering.  Graham Roofing in 
turn gave this offering to a mission they support for abused women and children. 
            After the roof was repaired, the church held a clean-up day which was a huge 

success.  The walls in the Fellowship hall, office and hallways were painted.  The ceiling was repaired in 
many places from the water damage and everything was left looking and smelling shiny and clean.  Even 
the carpet in Fellowship hall was cleaned.  A BIG thanks to everyone who participated. 
            Much thanks to the men who came and dug out and repaired the water line on the south side of the 
church.  Also, a new water hydrant was installed, new electric service wire was run to the sign and the sign 
was then repaired and the bulbs were replaced.  After all this was completed the area was prepared for new 
concrete.  Sloping concrete was installed to keep the water from draining under the Sanctuary. A special 
thank you to Foresee Ready Mix for the concrete and the labor of their workers at no cost to the church. 
            The HVAC unit in Johnson hall and the nursery recently had a bad fan motor which is being re-
paired.  Also, one of the units in Fellowship hall is being replaced.  After the unit went out, the trustees had 
an emergency meeting and decided to get a couple of quotes and options for the repairs.  After consulting 
with McKinney Heat & Air and Hooten Heat & Air, the church hired Nick McKinney to make the neces-
sary repairs and replacements due to the difference in the costs on the quotes.  The new Rheem unit will 
have a five year warranty and will be much more efficient than the previous unit. 
            Next on this long list will be new doors for the front entrance and south side entrance of the Sanctu-
ary, as well as new wireless microphones for the Sanctuary.  The current doors are in terrible condition.  
They not only look bad, but are not is good working order and are a hassle to lock and unlock.  The funds 
for the doors have already been set aside in a church fund by donations of church members for this purpose.  
The current wireless microphones are not in compliance with the new Federal guidelines and will have to 
be replaced.  Mike Davis is currently working on what the costs will be for this adjustment. 
            The Board of Trustees held a garage sale in Longtown on June 19 to help raise money for church 
maintenance.  They were able to raise over $700.00.  Thank you to those who donated items and to those 
who helped at this event. 
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July Birthdays 
 
7/2       Eli Breon                                           7/19    Vicki Carder    
7/2       Kathleen Shannon                              7/19    Mary Marsh 
7/4       Rosella Riley                                     7/23    Virginia Sisson 
7/8       Yuriy Zherebko                                 7/28    Roy Fisher       
7/11     Mary Estes                                         7/28    Dorothy Merrick 
7/16     Wyatt Fells                                        7/29    Bud McCombs 
7/18     Kathryn Kuykendall 
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