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W‘d/ What at month! School will be ending. Our family wi Il celebrate
the marriage of Rachel and Zach. The OK Annual Conf erence
will meet in Tulsa starting on Memorial weekend. Pl ans for sum-
mer camps, vacations and other events are under way

In the Church Year we are in the season of the Spir  it. The Great 50 Days of Easter lead up

to the day of Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate how the Holy Spirit filled and em-
powered the first followers of Jesus, creating the Chu rch and beginning the world wide
movement of Christ’s followers. We all need the gift of God’s Spirit so we can follow Je-

sus, have life with God and be the Church God inten ds. We need the gifts of the Holy
Spirit to equip and empower us to serve. We need t he fruit of the Spirit to become our
character that expresses the life of Christ. We nee d the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit
to make us holy.

Leading up to Pentecost, we will focus on certain pr actices (spiritual disciplines) that help
us grow in grace, cultivate holiness, live inthe S pirit, and develop Christ-like character.
The aim of these practices is to allow us to experien ce God’s transforming power.
“Spiritual Formation” is one way we describe this pr ocess. Richard Foster calls attention
to the presence of spiritual formation in the New Te stament:

When Paul said to the Galatians, “I am in the pain of childbirth until Christis formed
in you,” he was speaking of Spiritual Formation. W hen he told the Romans, “Those
whom God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his

Son,” he was speaking of Spiritual Formation. When he reminded the Corinthians
that “all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glor y of the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image,” he was speaking of Spiri-

tual Formation (Gal. 4:19; Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18).  ...Spiritual Formation is the con-
tinuing process of life and experience through which we are progressively formed,
conformed and transformed into the image of Jesus C hrist. (Heart-to-Heart pas-

toral letter)

In the midst of everything going on around us and w ith us, let’s be
open to the process of God’s forming us to be more like Jesus. 1




Special Offerings in May
By: John Breon

1. OK Conference Volunteers in Mission Director sdyege is a great need among the people of Rio
Bravo, Mexico. They need good, well built wheelchanet twill handle streets and paths. Many of
those who need wheelchairs simply do not have thesftmgurchase them. However, the annual con-
ference can purchase wheelchairs and have them delfeer$200.00 eachDuring the weeks lead-
ing up to Pentecost (May 23), each person in each UM chureleross OK is asked to collect their
daily change and bring it on Sunday mornings. Here at Eufaula UM there are jars at the front
entrance and in Fellowship Hall for your change.After Pentecost Sunday we will total our contribu-
tions and send a check to help Volunteers in Mission pgectvheelchairs.

2. An Invitation from Bishop Robert Hayes:

Each year our annual conference designates our offeringlpp important ministries, both locally
and internationally. This year, we have identifiedasmission project the Global Health Initiative
Program “Imagine No Malaria.” This ministry is a comlpensive effort to raise $75 million to
fight malaria and eliminate death and suffering from thsease in Africa by 2015. United Meth-
odist from all over the world are committed to eradigathis killer epidemic. The other mission
project receiving our support is the Cookson Hills Ministgnt@r. Cookson Hills has been in min-
istry to Native Americans and others who are in neesboial, physical, educational, and spiritual
services. A new $600,00 center is being planned and half pfélceeds from our offering will go
toward this much needed building.

| am asking each church to take up special offerings sy Mao add to the funds we receive in our
annual conference worship services. Every dollar cotlesik be divided between these two min-

istries.
| | o I'IIISSIOI‘I
To contribute to this annual conference offerlng, mdwmtqo_ur check o > needs

envelope “Annual Conference Special Offering” and we médke sure

your donation gets to the conference office. / \ )_/)/J
el
5/2 Galatians 5:22-26 “Keep in Step with the Spiaitt] (Msciplines)
5/9 John 13:1-17 “The Way of a Servant” (usegihes)
5/16  James 5:13-20 “All Together Now” (CorporgtenBsjci
5/23 PentecostActs 2 ‘Wiredrilling”

5/30 Trinity SundayRomans 5:1-5 “Access to God’s Gra




VBS News

By: Robyn Burris

VBS will be held making crafts, eating, playing games and
July 12-16 from 9:30- learning about the Bible!
11:30 each morning. If If there is any major conflict with this
you haven’t contacted date, please let Robyn know as soon as

SCEnFF Robyn Burris yet to tell possible!

her you want to help, Robyn Burris, rburris@ecewb.com or
there’s still plenty of 918-689-3674.

time!! Thanks to all those who have re-
sponded. It will be a fun time of singing,

A Minister Reflects Back

In 2003, when Rev. Ken Tobler retired, he wrote this reflection:

Here are the TOP TEN things that I've learned in my 46 years of ministry:

10.
9.
8.

2.
1

I've learned that the grace of God and a sense of humor will get you through
numbers one through ten and everything else. I'm glad God called me into the
ordained ministry. It has been a joy to answer that calling through the United 1=
Methodist Church. | wish to express my gratitude to all who have been a part of
my faith journey.

No one ever complains that your sermon is “too short”.

Poor people are more generous than rich people.

People who say, “I'm only telling you this for your own good”, aren’t telling it to you
for your own good.

The church tightwad always wants to serve on the finance committee.

If meetings could save the world, we would have saved it years ago.

While men may hold most of the major leadership positions, it is the women who do
80% of the work.

It's absolutely impossible to set a budget so low that people can’t under give it.
Jesus would not be nearly as popular in our churches today if He had to pick the
hymns and set the thermostats.

Fall charge conferences are children of the devil (and so are microphones).

If the United Methodist Women want something, let them have it.
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Treasurer’'s Report
By: Maurice Arnold

| was reading the Upper Room’s devo-
tion for the day of April 8, 2010. | want to re-
peat some of it, as it is very pertinent to tithing.
Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. 2 Corinthians 9:7
(NRSV) says “Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or un-
der compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” Norman Styers wrote about taking his
six-year old daughter to a college baseball
game, and she retrieved a foul ball. If it had
been a professional game, she would have
been allowed to keep the ball, but at this level
fans are expected to return baseballs. To a
six-year old the young man who collected the
ball was a “real live ballplayer,” when in reality
he was the batboy or equipment manager.

But his daughter couldn’t have been more de-
lighted and awestruck if she had been giving
the ball back to Babe Ruth himselfl Norman
Styers went on to say...”In a similar way we
present gifts to God. Just as the baseball was-
n’t really my daughter’s, what we give to God
isn't really ours.  But give to God our gifts of
money and service joyfully and cheerfully. Our
being cheerful givers de-
lights God—and brings
delight to us. The devo-
tion for the day ended
with a prayer: Dear
God, Help us to give joy- I
fully. Amen. May it be =
SO.

BE A GOOD
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Once again this year, Oklahoma Conference churches are requested to bring UMCOR
kits to annual conference. Since we have some penc ilIs on hand, the School Kits seem to
be a logical choice. If you would like to help, pl ease bring the following items to the
church before May 25. United Methodist Women will s upply the cloth

bags to put the items in.

1 pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip) 5 \m‘
3 pkgs. (100 sheets each) of 8 1/2” x 11" ruled paper 0 >
1 hand held pencil sharpener

6 unsharpened pencils with erasers (we already have them on
hand)

1 eraser, 2 1/2” sc I'
1 box of 24 crayons (only 24, don’t buy any other si ze) S“PPI-IES

All items must be new. Do not include any personal notes, money or COLLECT(ON

additional materials in the kits. These things mus t be painstakingly removed and will de-
lay the shipment.
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We have been quite
busy this month. At our
regular meeting on April 6,
Wanda Cook did a won-
derful job of presenting the

&~ |program entitled “Easter
Newsg|Joy”. Barbara McCormick
and Carolyn Wood were

hostesses Wanda told of how Mary had to
step out of her comfort zone to go to the gar-
den where Jesus was buried and asked us to
tell of times when we had stepped out of our
comfort zones. There were many interesting
experiences told by members.

On Tuesday, April 13, we hosted a
noon-day luncheon for the revival speaker and
any others who wanted to attend. We had 19
in attendance and lots of good food. We really
had good fellowship and learned a lot about
Rev. David Player and his youth in South Af-
rica. He loves hunting and fishing, so he fits
right in with the people of Oklahoma now.

On Saturday, April 17, 4 members,
Rosella Riley, Glenna Fisher, Dorothy Merrick
and | attended the spring McAlester District
meeting at McAlester FUMC. We took the food
that was donated by our church for Cookson
Hills Mission. At the morning session, we were

delighted to hear from US2 missionary Jennifer
Chickering, who is serving at Cookson Hill.
Jennifer is from Massachusetts and it has been
quite a change for her to be in Oklahoma. She
told us about the process for becoming a
United Methodist missionary and also related
what she does at Cookson Hills, which is pretty
much anything that anyone needs her to do for
her duties vary from day to day. A US2 mis-
sionary is a person between the ages of 20 and
30 who agrees to go on
the mission field in the
United States for 2 years.
In the afternoon, our Dis- *
trict Superintendent, Rev.
Darrel Cates, brought a
wonderful devotion. At the memorial service,
we received meaningful certificates honoring
Jeanne Brix and Irene Rinker. These have
been mailed to their families. Even though we
were short in numbers, we received the atten-
dance banner.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May
4, at 1:00 p.m. The program entitled “Mission
Comes Home: Gather To Celebrate” will be
given by Rosella Riley. Hostesses will be Kath-
leen Shannon and Glenna Fisher.
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