And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

The church’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We
can also talk about the congregation’s primary task: to reach and receive new people, to nurture
them as disciples and help them be formed as followers of Jesus, and to send them out in service
and mission in the world. Following are the purposes of the church or the practices of fruitful con-
gregations by which we fulfill our mission and carry out our primary task.

So reach out and welcome one another to God'’s glory. Jesus did it; now you do it!
(Romans 15:7 The Message)
Radical Outreach and Hospitality

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. (Psalm 29:2)
Passionate Worship

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:20)
Intentional Faith-Development

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)
Risk-Taking Mission and Service

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you

with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share
in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
Extravagant Generosity

As we engage in these practices together, we are fulfilling our purpose as a
church. The new building project that we are working toward is one part of
fulfilling the church’s mission. But being disciples and making new disciples |
through these five practices is what we do whether in the present building, %
the new building, or no building. Because together we are the church—the
body of Christ, the temple of God, and the household of God.
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It is time to start our budget development for the 2011. y&ae various committee chairpersons will be
asked for their input and careful consideration shalliengo each request.

We will need to replenish our capital improvement fun@sirrently, they have very low or no balance.

If we continue to follow the plan that was suggested IkeMViley, Methodist Foundation, The Annual
Debt Retirement Fund will increase by 5% of the total 2011 huddepefully, you will recall that this
fund was created to pay a possible mortgage in 2014 and wofudyleaid in 2034; in addition no mon-
ies would be placed in the fund until the General Opegdtind reached 100% of target.

We will have an increase in the district apportionmastghe District Superintendent explained at last
year’s charge conference.

The finance committee is chartered to develop the budgehar@hurch Council may
make any desired changes and has final approval authority.

We are behind in our giving to the general operating fund. Aaigbist 15, we are
$21,032.33 short of the budget goal.

This graph shows the year to date shortage.

Budget Shortfall (33 weeks)

$0.00

($5,000.00) 5\9/\1/3\i}21 25 29 34
($10,000.00) - T

($15,000.00) - shortofbudget

($20,000.00) -

($25,000.00)

Weekly giving for the 33 weeks is short $21,032.33
Maintenance funds are non-existent or dangerouslyridwnding

Apportionment payments are on schedule and we owe ewewlom has picked a tag off of the apportion-
ment tree a sincere Thank You!!! There is real ogtmihat we will be able to pay our apportionments
prior to the start of the 4th quarter.

Finally, thanks to everyone for your conservative spendind the many other actions taken by the congre-
gation. When funds are needed for a special project tireggs there.

Please remember that the church council has scheduteetang for September 9, 2010. Your presence
and participation is very important and demonstrates goncern for the spiritual health and growth of our
church.




UMW Report
By: Twyla King

As | prom-
ised last month,

ij/zﬁ((ﬂe:j our “Giant Garage

Sale” was a huge
success and could not have happened
without the help of so many who came
forward. Proceeds from pies and garage
sale totaled $1359. 00. This money will be
added to our bazaar proceeds and used

for mission projects.

Our August meeting started off with
a lovely potluck luncheon, then pro-
ceeded to the business meeting. The pro-
gram entitled “Human Trafficking” was led
by Twyla King. This is a problem in our soci-
ety that we would rather not hear about,
but one that is very real, not only in foreign
countries, but right here in the United
States. We were urged to contact Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton and ask her to
keep women'’s rights at the forefront in her
negotiations with other countries.

We have two members, Nora
Shanafelt and Rosella Riley, who plan to
attend the Women’s Retreat at McAlester
on August 28. It was approved to pay the
fees for this retreat for anyone who
planned to go. We delivered 6 back-
packs, 20 packages of notebook paper

and approximately 200 pencils to the Mid-
dle School. 8 backpacks were delivered to
the Elementary School and UMW has
adopted Mrs. Burris’ first grade classroom,
helping her buy equipment that is needed
by children there.

We are excited to have two new
members in our UMW. They are Debbie
Chambers and Carol Boyd.

We continue to make pies and work
on bazaar items each Tuesday as well as
have devotions and prayers for those on
our prayer list. Our next regular meeting
will be Tuesday, September 7 at 1 p.m.
Jeanne Makinson, representative of Deep
Fork Community Action will be here to tell
us of their work in our community. Host-
esses will be Wanda Cook and Patti Pipkins.

McAlester District fall meeting will be
held at Wewoka on Saturday, September
18. We are to bring non-perishable food
items that Cookson Hills can use in their
weekend backpacks sent home with chil-
dren: i.e. crackers, small fruit

or pudding cups, etc. The
Oklahoma Annual meeting
of UMW will be October 1-2
at Asbury United Methodist
church in Tulsa.

Living for God




Smart
coolsics

September is an exciting time, as you
begin growing in wisdom with a new
year of school and Sunday school. Be a
“smart cookie” by making this special
container for your kitchen. Change the
pictures as your year goes by. Or fill the
container with cookies to give as a gift.

What you need:

* 2 identical disposable é
plastic containers
(rectangular and clear)

* 11d

* 4 photos or drawings é
* Scissors

» Sticky bow or ribbon

(optional}
* Cookies é Q
What you do:

1. Cut four different pictures
or drawings to fit the sides
of your container. Allow
the edges to slightly
overlap around the four
sides of one container.

2. Gently set one container
inside the other. Then slide
the pictures or drawings
down between the two
containers to cover the
four sides. Press the inner
container down to secure
the pictures in place
between the sides.

3. Fill the container with
cookies, and put the lid on
top of the inner container.

4. You can put a sticky bow or
ribbon on the lid to make
the container look like a
present.

GOD’S INSTRUCTION

The Bible is a guide for how we should live. In Sunday school and at
home, we learn how God loves and saves us. Solve this puzzle to find
Proverbs 4:13 (N1V), which tells about the importance of God’s Word.

First, write the word that means the opposite of the one given.
Then write the correct letters on the number-coded lines below.

young _  desth___ __ _  cold___ _ _ come__
1 2 3 2 6 7 8 4 1 5 9 1
sweet _ con't no later
1 1 1 1 13 14 15 16 8 10 15 1 17
)
4 1 2 3 1 15 5 1
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Thoughts From The Church Treasurer
By: Maurice Arnold

gffﬂ . {/ We get so caught up in acquiring and securing that we may forget the wisdom
= = of the psalmist who wrote: “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof,

{ absolute ownership over nothing. Yet, we have the privilege of stewardship

L
\\ over everything. How thoughtful of God! God owns it all, but he gives us the
\ﬁr responsibility of managing it for Him.

God is a Giver. You cannot out give the Lord. But all of us need encouragement with regard to
giving. In R.T. Kendall's book “Tithing” he gives three pragmatic reasons for tithing:

1. You should tithe because of what it will do for the work of God on earth (Malachi 3:10).
The same God who claims to own “the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Ps 50:10) and to
whom the nations are but as “a drop of a bucket” (Isa. 40:15) equally claims His depend-
ence upon His people to return to Him what is rightfully His—namely, the tithe.

2. You should tithe because of what it would do for God in heaven. Because He
loves us so much, God has invested Himself in us. God cares about what we
do. He cares about the way we live our lives. And He cares whether or not we

try to please Him. When we do please Him it matter S—so0 much so that He lets
us know. It is because He loves us so much.

3. We should tithe because of what tithing does fo r us. What tithing does for us is
realized at two levels; the natural and spiritual. T  he spiritual is by far the more im-
portant, for the very blessing that comes from heav en is essentially spiritual.

Tithing is one way to find great spiritual release. And...God has a way of
blessing us materially that just happens to coincid e with our having be-
come tithers. Remember, giving is a very important and often ignored as-

pect of the Christian’s finances. Not only are Chri stians instructed to give
a tenth of their gross pay (Lev. 27:30-34), but 2 C  orinthians 9:7 says...”Each
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
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